September 3, 2010

Welcome to THRS and Welcome to the 2010/2011 School Year!

As Homeroom Parents …We’ll be looking to provide the extra special things throughout the school year!  We’ll be working with the teachers to make sure that the students have an awesome year at THRS.

Here is what we have planned for the year:

· We are trying to standardize the PARTIES school-wide in the name of fairness to all of the students at THRS.  Listed below are the parties that have been approved by THRS Administration.  Please check in with their classroom teacher to see what works best for the classroom schedule.  Please refer to your classroom teachers if there are any parties not listed that you are aware of for your grade level.  After all, the teacher always knows best!  Please note that as the students get into the higher grade levels…some of these parties are not permitted.  Each grade level/teacher may have special requests and requirements!

· A Halloween Party – Friday, October 29th
· A Thanksgiving Party – Thursday or Friday, November 18th or 19th (No MS)
· Winter Party – Wed, December 15th or Thurs, December 16th 
· Valentine Party – Monday, February 14th
· Go Texan Week with Dad’s Breakfast – Mid March (ECP Only)
· Spring Party – Thursday, April 21st (No MS)
· End of the Year Party – Monday thru Thursday, May 23-26

· All ECP classrooms also organize a BAKE SALE.  
The date for your classroom Bake Sale is __________________.
The dates for the Bake Sale are assigned by Joy Dasgupta.  Please let your teacher know immediately if you have a conflict on the date assigned.
Hours of Operation only:  7:30 – 9:00 and 2:30 – 5:00
Homeroom parents are asked to draft a sign-up sheet for items to be sold as well as organize the volunteers to work the day of the sale.  Bake Sale are allowed before and after dismissal only…NO LUNCH SALES will be allowed this year.  No electrical appliances are to be used.  No toys and no chewing gum.  Please keep in mind, no peanut butter or peanut products are ever allowed on campus.  Candy sales are allowed after school dismissal ONLY.

LEAD Homeroom Parent – 
· Coordinate all parties with the teachers
(Invitations, Sign-up sheet, Decorations, Party Activities, Party Favors)
· Draft sign-up sheet for each party for items to be brought by parents, coordinate with the teacher
· Plan and implement the Festival of Friends classroom auction item – due in early April
· ECP only – plan the classroom bake sale
· Be sure money is spent wisely throughout the year so that money is available for the end of the year party

Homeroom Parent TREASURER– 
· Send notices to the parents regarding the party fund – please note CHECKS only, payable to the Homeroom Treasurer
· Collect and maintain money from the party fund
· Collect receipts and maintain a running list of money spent
· It is HIGHLY recommended that you wait until Spring to collect for the FESTIVAL auction item.  You will have a much better idea how much money you will need to collect then.
· ECP only - Maintain funds from the bake sale, purchase teacher classroom request items from the bake sale proceeds
· Maintain a classroom funds accounting sheet (all expenses paid out of the funds)
· Be sure money is spent wisely throughout the year so that money is available for the end of the year party
· ECP Treasurers – Please do NOT collect for Field Trip T-Shirts at the same time as the party fund.  This causes confusion and intermingling of funds which can be difficult to separate.

Party Planning 101
· Money
We will be requesting each parent donate $20 for the party fund, this money will be used to purchase the main entrée for the event such as pizza or hamburgers.  We have drafted an example flyer that may be sent out in the Monday or Homework folders to all parents requesting the $20 for the party fund or you can draft your own flyer if you would like.  The assistant homeroom parent will be responsible for holding all money and purchasing the main course for the party. Please note that this year we are requesting that all monies handed in to the teachers must be in the form of a CHECK.  We had some CASH come up missing last year and we would like to avoid that this year.
· Party Supplies
For each party a sign up sheet will also be used so that each parent can contribute a small item such as the drinks or chips or dessert.    
· Allergies
Due to the new peanut-free THRS campus policy, no Chik-fila products are allowed on campus!  Thank you for understanding that several of our students have severe reactions to this potential danger.  When planning these parties, please check with the teachers regarding other possible food allergies and other diet requirements.
· WingStop & Raising Canes offer THRS discounts for class parties…just mention when ordering 24 hours in advance.


New Parent Liaison
We are asking each Homeroom Parent in conjunction with the Assistant Homeroom Parent to “Welcome” any new families to THRS.  You can receive a list of new families from your teacher.  We would like the families to be contacted and for the Homeroom Parent to provide them information regarding the school, events, volunteering and be a contact should they have any questions.

Communication Made Easy
Classroom activity flyers should be sent home with each student providing all important party information.  It is also a good idea to post the flyers and information on the door of the classroom.  Classroom email contact lists are also a GREAT way of getting reminders and details to the parents.  This information may be requested and collected for classroom use.

Festival Auction Item
Each classroom will also be putting together an auction item for the Festival of Friends.  The Festival of Friends is a HUGE event that will take place April 29th.  Start brainstorming now for original fantastic ideas.  We are looking for creative priceless projects that are personalized by the students.  Technology baskets are also big ticket items.  As homeroom parent, you’ll be asked to organize the collection of goods for the item.  Event Theme:  “Rodeo”

The homeroom parent coordinators this year are…
ECP - Shannon Bloesch – smbloesch@comcast.net
ES – Petula Workman – p3workman@hotmail.com
MS – Clari Dachman – rcdach@hotmail.com

The coordinators are available to help the homeroom parents if they should need any help throughout the school year.  Do not hesitate to contact them for assistance. Thanks again for volunteering to make this year at THRS the BEST.  We are going to have a great year!
